




Beijing
Tour the Forbidden City, the seat of

power for the past two dynasties.
This is a vast complex of ornately-

roofed pavilions, courtyards,
and opulent golden halls.
Also see Tiananmen
Square, the largest plaza in
the world, site of
Chairman Mao's tomb
and the Great Hall of the
People. Proceed to Tianjin
and board the Costa
Classica.

Japan
Travel into the Japanese Alps

to the lovely town of
Takayama, with a wonderfully

preserved district of historic wood-
en buildings. Spend two nights in a

traditional ryokan, a Japanese inn with hot
springs baths and tatami mat floors. Stroll

through the morning market and narrow
streets of restored merchant houses
with shops, galleries, sake warehouses,
and museums.

Travel through scenic landscapes to the
well-preserved historic town of
Shirakawago, which is comprised of
extraordinary houses with perfectly
shaped, straw-thatched roofs. In
Kanazawa, explore the remains of its
moated castle, and Ishikawa-mon gate. A
highlight of Kanazawa is Kenroku-en
Garden, one of the finest classical gar-
dens in Japan.

Visit I.M. Pei’s remarkable Miho Museum
en route to Kyoto. From our well located
hotel visit the extraordinary temples and
gardens for which this historic city is
renowned. Experience the opulence of
the famous gold-leafed Kinkakuji Temple
(Golden Pavilion) and 17th-century Nijo
Castle and its gardens. Make a special
visit to the ancient Saihoji Temple, with
more than 120 types of moss, resem-
bling a beautiful green carpet, and visit
Nanzenji, perhaps the most important 

t

Costa Classica
The Costa Classica has 654 elegantly appointed cabins
with warm colors and many amenities, making this a very
comfortable ship. A ratio of just two passengers to every
staff member provides gracious service along with an end-
less array of food. The theater, ballroom, library, and other
meeting spaces are ideal for lectures and presentations,
and everyone on board has come to see the eclipse. An
elegant dining room, al fresco dining on deck, and 24-hour
room service provide choices. There are indoor and out-
door bars and lounges, and plenty of deck chairs and quiet
nooks to curl up with a book.

Sailing is specifically dedicated to viewing the eclipse.
Our plan is to navigate to the coordinates on the center
line where the eclipse will be the longest. However, if
weather conditions dictate we can change course to
intersect the path of totality anywhere along a 1,500-
mile range, creating the greatest possible likelihood of
finding clear skies. There is plenty of open deck space for
everyone on board to have an ample viewing area.
Furthermore, the ship’s size, 722 feet in length, with a
beam of 102 feet, equipped with hydraulic "fin" stabiliz-
ers, makes this a very stable viewing platform.

A shore excursion is included in Cheju, South Korea, a
scenic resort island off the southern tip of the Korean
Peninsula, noted for its numerous volcanoes and spec-
tacular coastline. An additional shore excursion is spe-
cially arranged in Kagoshima, Japan, focusing on Iso
Garden, the enormous grounds of a 17th-century villa,
and a walk through a bamboo grove for exquisite views
of the bay and Mt. Sakurajima, one of the world’s most
active volcanoes.

The Golden Pavillion, Kyoto



Zen temple in the world. Also, see
Sanjusangendo, a 12th-century temple with an
incredible display of gilt carvings. Thirty three
bays house 1001 statues of Kannon-Bosatsu,
covered in gold leaf.

Program Schedule
July 15 Depart USA

July 16 Arrive Beijing

July 17 Depart Beijing's port, Tianjin

July 18 At Sea

July 19 Cheju, South Korea

July 20 Kagoshima, Japan

July 21 At Sea

July 22 Eclipse At Sea

July 23 At Sea

July 24 Kobe - Takayama

July 25 Takayama

July 26 Kanazawa 

July 27 Kanazawa

July 28 Kyoto

July 29 Kyoto

July 30 Kyoto

July 31 USA

■ PROGRAM 
COST EXCLUDES:
International air-
fare; transfers for
those not traveling
on program dates;
meals not speci-
fied in the daily
itinerary; charges

for items of a personal nature including laundry, beverages, and excess
baggage charges; independent travel arrangements; travel and accident
insurance; inoculations; passport and visa fees.

■ HEALTH: All participants must be in good health. This program is mildly
active and involves walking over uneven surfaces and climbing stairs. Not
all locations may be handicapped accessible. Any condition that may
require special medical attention or other accommodation must be report-
ed at the time of your reservation.

■ DEPOSITS AND FINAL PAYMENTS: Reservations will be accepted in
order of receipt if accompanied by a completed reservation form and a
deposit of $1,500 per person. A second deposit of $1,500 is due
November 3, 2008, and must be paid by check. Final payment is due by
January 15, 2009, and must be paid by check. If there is a significant
change in the value of the dollar, a sharp rise in the cost of fuel or other
unanticipated circumstance, there may be a slight increase in the cost
of the program.

■ CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: Refunds, less a cancellation fee of
$500 per person, will be made if we are notified on or before November
3, 2008. Following the second deposit, refunds, less a cancellation fee of
$1,750 per person, will be made if we are notified on or before January
15, 2009. No refunds will be granted after that date. All cancellations must
be in writing. Trip cancellation penalties must be strictly enforced.

Therefore, it is highly recommended that you purchase trip
cancellation/interruption or baggage coverage. Information on insurance 
available and will be mailed upon receipt of your reservation.

■ RESPONSIBILITY: A detailed statement of limitations and exclusions of
liability of Siemer & Hand Travel, Inc. and the Harvard Museum of Natura
History for loss of property, injury, illness or death will be provided to pas-
sengers upon enrollment and is available to prospective travelers upon
request.

CST 1004239-10

Program Includes:

In Beijing:
■ One night at the Peninsula Plaza Hotel
■ Welcome dinner, breakfast, and lunch
■ Sightseeing excursion 

Aboard Ship:
■ All meals, with welcome and farewell receptions
■ Shore excursions in Cheju and Kagoshima
■ Eclipse lectures, discussions, and viewing advice
■ Gratuities to shipboard staff
■ Port taxes

In Japan:
■ Two nights at the the Honjin Hiranoya, Takayama
■ Two nights at the Hotel Nikko, Kanazawa
■ Three nights at the Hotel Okura, Kyoto
■ Seven breakfasts, four lunches, and five dinners
■ Sightseeing and entrance fees, with gratuities to 

drivers and guides
■ Travel by bullet train and deluxe motorcoach

Throughout the program:
■ Tour manager and knowledge-able English-

speaking guides
■ Transportation between airports, hotels, train  

stations, and piers including luggage handling 
for those traveling on program dates

■ Pre-departure trip planning information and 
suggested reading list

■ $50,000 of emergency medical and evacuation 
insurance 

Bamboo garden
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E category cabins are inside on Venice Deck.
D category cabins are inside on Amalfi Deck.
C category cabins are outside on Venice Deck,

with a porthole.
B category cabins are outside on Amalfi Deck,

with a porthole.
A category cabins are outside on Genoa Deck,

with a porthole.

Program Prices

These rates are based on double occupancy.
Single occupancy of a double cabin is 175% of 
the stated rates. Triple occupancy is $8,495 in any category for
the third person.

Category Rates
E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 9,895
D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 10,295
C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 10,995
B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 11,795
A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 11,995

All inside cabins have two lower beds. Most

outside cabins have two lower beds, but a

limited number have queen beds. Every cat-

egory includes cabins with a third berth that

can fold out of the wall to make a triple cabin.

All have a writing table and chair, private

bathroom with shower and ample closet

space. All are approximately 175 square feet.

Cabin Descriptions

Reservation Form

Name (As it appears on passport) Date of Birth             Sex

Name (As it appears on passport) Date of Birth             Sex

Address

City/State/ZIP

Telephone          Home Business 

Email

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Cabin Category Preference 1st Choice:__________ 2nd Choice:__________

❑ I desire single accommodations, and understand that the cost is 175% of the appropriate category price (subject to availability).

❑ I will share accommodations with: _____________________________________________________________________

❑ I prefer to share if a roommate can be found. I understand that if a roommate is not found I will pay the single price of 175% of 

the double-occupancy cabin price.

Please make check payable to Harvard Museum of Natural History and mail to HMNH Travel Program, 26 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA

02138. Or, fax reservation form to (617) 496-8782

Enclosed is my deposit for $_____________($1,500 per person) to hold ___________  place(s) on the Total Solar Eclipse &

Japan program. Or charge my deposit to: ❑ MasterCard   ❑ Visa   ❑ Diners Club   ❑ American Express   ❑ Discover Card 

Number Expiration

Signature as it appears on credit card:

HMNH MEMBERSHIP:
The museum’s exhibitions draw on Harvard’s historic collections, and its educational programs for children and adults provide public

access to the expertise of the university’s research scholars. A forum for thoughtful and informed exchange of ideas, the museum

depends on membership to support its activities and its outreach to communities in Cambridge and beyond.

❑ I am currently a member of the HMNH ❑ I would like to become a member at the following level:

❑ $35 Student/Senior ❑ $50 Individual ❑ $85 Household ❑ $200 Sustaining ❑ $500 Patron

Please enclose a separate check payable to the Harvard Museum of Natural History for membership.

I/We have read the General Information and understand and agree to the terms and conditions stated herein:

Signature(s) Date
HMNJECL09

For further information, please contact the Harvard Museum of Natural History at (617) 495-2463
or email hmnhtravel@oeb.harvard.edu.

• Venice

• Amalfi

• Genoa
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